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Professor C. Alan Short is a famous British architect and academic. He read Architecture at Trinity
College, Cambridge, where he was awarded a Senior Scholarship, winning a postgraduate Exchange
Fellowship at the Graduate School of Design at Harvard. He was appointed the 5" Professor of Architecture at
Cambridge University in 2001, succeeding Sir Leslie Martin, Bill Howell and Sir Colin St John Wilson. He is
currently the President of Clare Hall, Cambridge, and The Professor of Architecture (1970) Emeritus,
University of Cambridge.

Professor Short’s work focuses on the design of sustainable buildings. Among the numerous honours and
accolades he has received, he won the RIBA President’s Award for ‘Outstanding Professional Practice-located
Research’ 2007 for the project ‘Design for the Warming Environment’ and the 2009 RIBA President’s
Commendation for Outstanding University-located Research for his work on the resilience of the NHS Estate.
He was the 2014 George Collins Fellow of the Society of Architectural Historians and the 2013-14 Geddes
Fellow at the University of Edinburgh.

In China, he is a Ministry of Education Distinguished Professor, a Guest Professor at Zhejiang University
and the International Co-director of the National Centre for International Research in Low-carbon and Green
Buildings based at Chongqing University. He was the Principal Investigator for the UK-China EPSRC/NSFC
funded ‘Low-carbon climate-responsive heating and cooling of cities’ (LoHCool) 2015-19 focussing on carbon
reduction opportunities in China’s Hot Summer-Cold Winter mega-cities. The film of the outcomes, 4 Low
Carbon Future for China’s Furnace Cities won the 2019 tv/e Global Sustainability Film Award. It also won
Best Short Documentary at the Vegas Film Awards 2020.

Professor Short also designs buildings. Actually he is one of very few architects in the UK deeply
involved in Higher Education and Research, maintaining his firm Short & Associates Architects as a vehicle for
putting research concepts into practice.
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