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Master Degrees in Chinese teacher education at the University of Sydney and Master Degrees in Teaching
Chinese as an International Language at the University of Hong Kong. She was a leader of a number of large
research projects funded by the Australian government and the Hong Kong SAR government. She has also

published widely on her research areas with research books and journal articles.

Abstract:

Emotions experienced by Second language (SL) learners are considered to play a key role in the language
learning process. Exploring language learners’ emotional factors and their roles in facilitating language learning
in different contexts has become the focus of much research in recent years. Reeve (2005, p.294) gave a
multidimensional definition of emotions as “short-lived, feeling arousal-purposive-expressive phenomena that
help us adapt to the opportunities and challenges we face during important life events”. SL learners’ emotions
are emergent from the coordination of different aspects of their experiences during the learning process. This
presentation will focus on the case of Chinese as a Second Language (CSL) learners. Research findings suggest
that the structure of learners’ language learning enjoyment may vary in different contexts but for CSL learners
in China, especially for these adult CSL learners, a sense of fulfillment is the most effective booster for their
learning enjoyment. Implications of the findings provide a better understanding of teaching CSL learners in
China.



